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1944                    Servicemen’s Readjustment Act (GI Bill).

1945                    Yalta Conference


Postwar strike wave begins.

Founding of the United Nations

1946

Employment Act.

George Kennan’s “long telegram.”

Winston Churchill’s “iron curtain” speech.

Coal miners’ strike.

More than a million GIs attend college.

Inflation soars to more than 18 percent.

Republicans win control of Congress.

1947                     Truman Doctrine.
Federal Employee Loyalty Program.

Jackie Robinson breaks major league baseball’s color line.

Taft-Hartley Act.

National Security Act

Marshall Plan to aid Europe proposed.

President’s Committee on Civil Rights issues To Secure These Rights.

HUAC holds hearings on Hollywood.

1948                     Communist coup in Czechoslovakia.

State of Israel founded.

Berlin Airlift:  Soviet Union begins blockade of Berlin; US begins airlift.

Congress approves Marshall Plan.

Truman orders an end to segregation in the armed forces.

Communist leaders put on trial under the Smith Act.

Truman elected president.

1949                     North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) established.
East and West Germany founded as separate nations.

Communist victory in China; People’s Republic of China established.

Soviet Union detonates an atomic bomb.
1950                     Truman authorizes building a hydrogen bomb.

Soviet spy ring at Los Alamos uncovered.

Alger Hiss convicted of perjury.

Joseph McCarthy launches anticommunist crusade.
Korean War begins.

Julius and Ethel Rosenberg arrested as atomic spies.

McCarran Internal Security Act.

Truman accepts NSC-68.

China enters the Korean War.

1951                      Douglas MacArthur dismissed from his Korean command.

Supreme Court upholds Smith Act.

Rosenbergs convicted of espionage.

1952                      First hydrogen bomb exploded.

Dwight D. Eisenhower elected president; Republicans win control of Congress.

1953

Death of Stalin

Korean War truce signed.

Earl Warren appointed chief justice.

Operation Wetback begins.

1954

Army-McCarthy hearings.

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka.

Fall of Dienbienphu; Geneva Conference.

Father Knows Best begins on TV.

1955

Austria established as a neutral state

Salk polio vaccine developed.

AFL-CIO merger.

First postwar U.S.-Soviet summit meeting.

James Dean stars in Rebel Without a Cause.

Montgomery bus boycott begins.

1956 Interstate Highway Act.

Suez crisis.

Soviet intervention in Poland and Hungary.

1956

Khrushchev’s secret speech denouncing Stalin



Polish crisis



Suez crisis



Hungarian uprising
1957

Eisenhower Doctrine announced.
Civil Rights Act (first since Reconstruction).

Little Rock school-desegregation crisis.

Soviet Union launches Sputnik.
Peak of baby boom (4.3 million births).

Southern Christian Leadership Conference founded.

1958

National Defense Education Act.

United States and Soviet Union halt atomic tests.

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) founded.

1959

Fidel Castro comes to power in Cuba.

Khrushchev and Eisenhower meet at Camp David.

1960

U-2 incident.

Second Civil Rights Act.

Suburban population almost equals that of central city.
