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1945-1960
CHAPTER 26
I. Introduction
A. Failure to solve problem in ___________________________ led to confrontation between the Soviet Union & US

1. each sought to reshape postwar world to serve its own nat’l interests

a. Truman stood up to Stalin

· each action by one intensified the ____________________ of the other

B. The Cold War changed America

1. ________________________ gave way to US plunging into global struggle to contain the Soviet Union & stop communism

a. US had no ________________________, a small _____________________ & limited troops before WWII

b. US will send thousands of troops to fight in ______________
· later, to _____________________ for the same reason

C. Cold War’s political & social effects were decisive

1. US preoccupation w/Soviet threat discredited the Left (sapping liberalism of its vitality)

a. Truman slowed the ____________________ reform agenda to focus on the communists
D. Cold War also affected the US Right

1. After decades of growth of federal power, _____________________ called for limited gov’t

a. Including social & economic issues, but not
· ___________________ expansion

· or sniffing out ____________________ & ____________________
· or fighting ________________________
b. Expanding fed. gov’t for those causes will be continue for decades to come

E. Cold War also stifles free expression of ideas in US

1. Second “______________________” (1st in 1919)

a. fear of communist aggression abroad & of subversion from within US 

b. private & public witch hunts undermined liberties of Americans

2. McCarthyism

a. new term in American vocabulary
b. destroyed __________________, silenced ______________________ of the status quo & fueled political ________________________
c. discredited ____________________ leadership

· ironic because Truman led in arousing the fears of communism

· led to American choosing ___________ in 1952

II. THE POSTWAR POLITICAL SETTING

A. Truman’s early presidency

1. ruled his own way:

a. replaced New Dealers in cabinet w/___________________
b. gave key executive posts to old political cronies – the “Missouri Gang”

c. unsettled conservatives by urging Congress to adopt twenty-one-point economic reform

d. took on role of the champion of the ___________________________ against the special interests

B. Truman displayed his motto on his desk:  “Always do right.  This will ___________ some people, and ___________________ the rest.”

1. he felt gov’t should do more to help average Americans, but without altering ____________________ & ________________ system

2. political era marked by 

· aggressive ____________________ partisanship
· deeply divided __________________ party
· intense _____________________ suspicion of executive leadership

C. Employment Act of 1946
1. Americans didn’t want New Deal anymore

a. Employment Act was Truman’s only major legislative accomplishment in 79th Congress

b. Congress gutted proposed bill

· removed goal of providing full employment & broad executive authority necessary to attain that objective

· Congress also blocked Truman’s requests for:

· public housing

· higher minimum wage

· social-security expansion

· permanent Fair Employment Practices Commission

· anti-poll tax bill

· federal aid to education

· gov’t medical insurance

D. Marshall Plan

1. One month after Truman Doctrine, HST proposed massive US assistance for European recovery

2. Marshall Plan (named after Sec. of State) envisioned as another weapon of US to:

a. Stop the spread of communism

· With food scarce, HST wanted to end econ. devastation that could be exploited by commies

b. Help the hungry & homeless of Europe

· designed for all European countries

· HST correctly predicted USSR & sphere countries would turn down assistance because of conditions & controls linked to the aid

c. Help expand sales of US goods in Europe

· although called “Martial Plan” by the left & “Share-the-American-Wealth Plan” by the Right, it fulfilled sponsors’ hopes of building economies of both US & Europe

3. Congress appropriated $17 billion for econ. recovery in 16 nations over a 5-year period

· by 1952 – econ & social chaos thought to lead to communism had been overcome in those nations

· Western Europe revived, prospered, & achieved unprecedented unity

· US business boomed 

III. The Cold War in Asia

A. US/USSR hostility also led to division of Asia into contending military & economic camps

1. Soviet sphere of influence in _________________________
2. US denied USSR any role in postwar military occupation of _______________
3. The 2 superpowers split a helpless ________________
B. General Douglas MacArthur (head of US occupation forces in Japan) oversaw Japan’s transformation into prosperous democracy

1. Mutual Security Treaty between US & Japan  ended occupation in ________
· US retained ___________ & troops in Japan (near Soviet’s Asian rim)

2. US military protectorate was welcomed by Japan because it provided a US _________________________________
· Japan could then devote almost all resources to _____________ development

· US gained staunch anticommunist ally in the Pacific

3. Other attempts to contain communism in Asia:

· US helped crush procommunist movement in the aiding newly independent __________________________
· Assist _______________ in reestablishing colonial rule in Indochina (_____________________, _____________, & __________________) – despite US declarations in favor of national ___________________________ & in opposition to imperialism

C. China:  US efforts to stop communists fails

1. Truman administration tried to meditate civil war between Nationalist Chiang Kai-shek & communist Mao Zedong

2. US sent $______ billion to Nationalists between 1945 & 1949

· however, $ couldn’t force the inefficient gov’t to reform itself & win support of Chinese people

3. unable to stop the growth of revolutionary sentiment or hold the countryside – Chiang Kai-shek’s regime collapsed and fled to exile on _______________
D. China

1. US shocked by Mao’s communist People’s Republic of China – US hoped:

· most populous nation in world would _______________________________ in Asia

· major market for _______________________
2. John Foster Dulles

· major Republican authority on _______________________
· called communism in China “the __________________________ the U.S. has suffered in its history”

3. Truman administration blamed Chiang Kai-shek’s failure to reform

· denied US could have done more to alter outcome of civil war

4. Fall of China to communism embittered conservatives who always believed US’s future lay in ______________ rather than ___________________
· many on the right blamed “________________________ in the State Dept.” for Chiang’s failure

E. USSR has an atom bomb

1. While debating China, Truman announced in Sept. 1949 that Russian exploded A-bomb

2. Loss of US monopoly shattered illusions of US _______________________
· add that to Mao’s victory & US goes into anti-communist _______________
· led to irrational search for scapegoats & subversives

3. Four million Americans volunteered to be _________________ for Soviet planes

4. One million+ built _________________________
F. US builds the H-bomb

1. Accused of being soft on communism, Truman ordered the Atomic Energy Commission to develop a fusion-based hydrogen bomb

· measured in ______________ of tons of TNT (A-bomb = thousands of tons)

· Edward Teller led argument for H-bomb

· J. Robert Oppenheimer & Harvard president James B. Conant had rejected plan as too complex to make & too immoral to use

· 1952 – US explodes bomb in the ________________________________  - vaporizes the island, carves a crater 1 mile long in ocean floor, and spills radioactive dust over thousands of square miles

· _____ months later, USSR detonate H-bomb

· balance of thermonuclear terror ________________
G. NSC-68

1. _______________________________________________ (1947) organized to advise president on all matters concerning US’s preparedness

2. Early 1950 – Truman ordered the national Security Council to conduct top-secret review of national defense policy

3. NSC-68 report emphasized USSR’s aggressive intentions & military strength

· USSR’s “_____________________________________________________”

· mortal challenge posed by USSR “not only to this Republic but to civilization itself”

4. Report calls for: 

· massive increase in ___________________________ 

· large __________________________
· vigorous ______________________________________________________
· _______________________ the defense budget

5. Truman _____________________, but then the Korean War began

6. By end of 1950, Truman ordered implementation of NSC-68 – the defense budget tripled

IV. The Korean War

A. After WWII, the US and USSR had divided Korea

1. The Republic of Korea – _____________ Korea (Supported by the __________)

2. The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea – ___________ Korea (Supported by the ____________)

3. Both claimed the sole right to rule all of Korea.

B. June 24, 1950 – North Korean troops swept across ____________ parallel invading Republic of Korea (South Korea)

C. Truman saw North Korea’s move as Soviet-directed aggression

1. Despite conflicting evidence of Stalin’s role – Truman knew Stalin saw Korea as test of US _______________________ policy & ___________
D. “Korea is the Greece of the Far East” - HST

1. “If we are tough enough now, if we stand up to them like we did in Greece 3 years ago, they won’t take any next steps.  But if we just stand by, they’ll move into Iran & they’ll take over the whole Middle East”

2. Truman remembered the failure of _______________________ at Munich which led to WWII.

· failure to act would _________________ the communists & lead to an even bloodier “third world war, just as similar incidents had brought on WWII”

3. Moreover, Truman had to prove to Republicans that Democrats would stand up to “___________________”.

E. US goes to war

1. Truman decides to intervene w/out consulting _______________________ or asking for formal declaration of war

2. Truman quickly secured UN sanction for common “_____________________” against the aggressor

· USSR was boycotting ________________________________ (over UN’s failure to seat a rep from Mao’s China) & failed to use its veto

3. June 27 – Truman ordered US air & sea forces to aid South Korea

· appointed 70 year-old Gen. ______________________________________ to command UN effort

· although officially a UN “police action” most naval & air support and _____ the troops were US (S.K. had 43%)

· ______ other nations contributed <10%

F. Inchon landing

1. North Korea quickly pushed UN forces back to southeastern tip of peninsula - _______________
2. Sept 15 – MacArthur landed troops at _______________ (port city near Seoul) forcing North Korea to retreat across 38th parallel

3. Sept 27 – Truman permitted MacArthur to order UN troops across 38th parallel toward __________________________
· “police action” to restore original border between two Koreas now became war of _________________________ to create “a unified, independent, & democratic” Korea

G. Enter the Chinese

1. UN troops neared the Yalu River, Mao warned that China couldn’t “stand idly by” if its border were threatened

· _______________________ ignores Mao

· deploys UN forces in thin line below Yalu River

2. Nov 25 – 33 Chinese divisions (___________________ men) counterattack

· within _______ weeks, stunned UN forces driven below 38th parallel

3. March, 1951 – fighting stabilized at _________________________________
H. Limited war

1. Truman again reversed course, sought a negotiated peace (spring 1951) on original objective of reestablishing integrity of South Korea

2. MacArthur had other plans: he wanted to:

· _______________________________________ China

· “unleash” ________________________________
· seek __________________________ despite risk of all-out war w/China

3. Truman rejected his proposals

· “we are trying to prevent a world war – not to start one”

· he was worried the ____________________ would take advantage of US involvement – either enter conflict OR attack __________________
4. MacArthur had no stomach for ________________________
· “In war, there is no substitute for victory”

· Criticized Truman’s policy _____________________
5. When his open opposition hindered White House progress toward negotiation – Truman __________________ MacArthur (April 10, 1951)
I. MacArthur vs. Truman

1. Joint Chiefs of Staff _________________ Truman’s decision

2. MacArthur’s public insubordination was direct attack on civilian control of military – BUT public opinion ____________________________
· only ________% polled in 1951 backed Truman’s strategy of limited war

· most didn’t understand policy of containing vs. defeating the enemy

· Americans grew angry with rising # of _______________________
3. Americans began to listen to Republican charges that ______________________ were in control of American policy

J. Truce

1. July 1951- truce talks began in Korea, but dragged on for _____ years while both sides fought a restricted but deadly war

2. July 26, 1953 ______________ is signed

3. “limited” war costs:

· US _____________ dead (103,284 wounded & missing)

· $_______ billion

· Chinese lost _____________ men

· N. & S. Korea lost _______________ men

· Massive carpet bombing killed over ______ million civilians

4. Korean conflict sped up implementation of NSC-68

· transformed containment into general global policy
· between 1950 & 1953 – defense spending zoomed from $______ billion to $_______ billion (from 1/3rd to 2/3rd of entire federal budget)

5. US acquired new bases around world, committed to rearming West Germany, joined mutual-defense pact w/_____________________________________
6. US increased military aid to Chiang Kai-shek forces in Taiwan & US military assistance to French fighting communist _____________________ in Indochina

7. US now supporting any & all perceived enemies of communism, State Dept declared French struggle against guerrillas of ___________________________ (league for Vietnamese independence) “an integral part of the world wide resistance by the Free Nations to communist attempts at conquest”

· by 1954, US was paying _________ of French cost in Vietnam

K. Summary

1. Truman’s intervention in Korea preserved precarious balance in one arena of Cold War

2. Truman’s action revealed commitment to anticommunist struggle & shift of that struggle’s focus from __________________ to ________________
3. Kennan’s containment doctrine, originally justifying US aid to Greece & Turkey, served in early 1950s as ideological foundation for major war in Korea & deepening US involvement in Vietnam

4. Furthermore, by committing US troops to battle w/neither declaration of war nor congressional approval

· Truman set precedents for future __________________________ wars thus expanding presidential powers

· His actions sparked an economic boom and a _________________________
