Pre-IB World History

Chapter 2 – Early River Valley Civilizations

Study Questions
A * next to a question denotes a more detailed answer is required.
Section 1 – City-States in Mesopotamia

1. Why was the land between the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea called the Fertile Crescent?

2. Which two rivers bordered Mesopotamia?  Why was this land so fertile?
3. *What three disadvantages did the Sumerians have to deal with when they arrived in Mesopotamia? How did the Sumerians solve these problems?  How might humans deal with theses same problems today?
4. What is a city-state?
5. What was the role of priests and the ziggurat?

6. What is a dynasty?

7. *Define cultural diffusion.  How did cultural diffusion develop in 2500 B.C.?  How does cultural diffusion develop today?
8. What is polytheism?  What did the Sumerians believe about their gods?  How did they try to keep their gods happy?
9. How were the social classes divided in Sumerian society?  What were the roles/rights of women?
10. Briefly describe Sumerian advances in science and technology.

11. Define empire.
12. When did the Babylonian Empire reach its peak?

13. *Discuss Hammurabi’s Code.

Section 2 – Pyramids on the Nile

1. Where is the Nile River?  Which direction does it flow?  How long is the Nile River?

2. *What are the similarities and differences of nature between the Nile in Egypt and Mesopotamia?
3. What is the delta?

4. Who unified upper and lower Egypt and created the first Egyptian dynasty?

5. How was the role of king different in Mesopotamia and Egypt?

6. Who were the pharaohs?

7. What is a theocracy?

8. Why were pyramids important? How were they built?
9. How did the Sumerians differ in their belief in the after-life?

10. What is mummification?

11. Describe the social class system of Egypt. What were the roles/rights of women?
12. What is hieroglyphics?  What is papyrus?
13. Describe Egyptian advances in science and technology.
14. What happened to Egypt around 1640 B.C.?

Section 3 – Planned Cities on the Indus

1. Why is the area of India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh called the subcontinent?
2. How is the Indus River and the Ganges River similar to the Tigris, Euphrates, and the Nile?

3. What are monsoons?  Why are they important in India?

4. How did the people of the Indus Valley protect their cities from flood waters?

5. Why is the early Indus Valley civilization often called the Harappan civilization?

6. What are the examples of sophisticated city planning by the people of the Indus Valley?
7. Briefly describe these four aspects of Harappan culture: language, culture, religion, and trade.
8. What are the possible reasons for the decline of the Indus Valley culture?
