Pre-IB World History
Chapter 23 – The French Revolution

Study Questions
A * next to a question denotes a more detailed answer is required.

Section 1 – The French Revolution Begins

1. Under the Old Regime in France, the people were divided into three large social classes called…

2. Describe the First and Second Estates of France.

3. *Describe the Third Estate in France.

4. What inspired the Third Estate to demand equality, liberty, and democracy?
5. Although the French economy appeared to be sound due to expanding production and trade, what factors were causing the economy to fall into decline?
6. Why was France deeply in debt?
7. Why was Marie Antoinette unpopular in France?

8. What is the Estates-General and why was it called into secession for the first time in 175 years?

9. How was the Third Estate unfairly represented in the Estates-General?  What changes did they demand?
10. What is the National Assembly and how was its creation the first deliberate act in the revolution?
11. What is the Tennis Court Oath and what was its result?
12. Describe the events surrounding the storming of the Bastille.

13. *Describe the Great Fear.

Section 2 – Revolution Brings Reform and Terror

1. What is the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen?
2. Who is Olympe de Gouges?
3. What actions did the National Assembly take against the Catholic Church? Why?  What was the reaction of the peasants?

4. How did the new French constitution separate the powers of government?
5. What were the positions of the Radicals, Moderates, and Conservatives in the Legislative Assembly?

6. What was the difference between the émigrés and the sans-culottes?

7. Why did France and Prussia go to war?
8. How did Parisians react to Prussia’s threat to destroy Paris if they harmed any member of the royal family?
9. What did the citizens of Paris do when rumors spread that supporters of the king planned to break out of prison and retake the city?
10. How did the Legislative Assembly react to the September Massacres?

11. Which group of people was involved in the governmental changes in September 1792?

12. What happened to Louis XVI?  What is a guillotine?

13. What drastic step did the Jacobins take to meet the threat of fighting five different nations at the same time?

14. *Describe the reign of Robespierre and the Reign of Terror.

