World History
Chapter 21 – Absolute Monarchs
Notes and Study Questions
Section 1 – Spain
A. Philip II – became King of Spain in 1556 (land holdings include the Spanish Netherlands and the American colonies); inherited the Portuguese crown in 1580; gained enormous wealth from gold and silver in the American colonies; defeated the Ottoman fleet near Lepanto; launches the Spanish Armada in 1588 but is defeated by England

B. Don Quixote de la Mancha – Spanish novel that launched the birth of the modern European novel; was Cervantes mocking chivalry or longing for the romantic past?

C. Rembrandt – famous Dutch artist; painted portraits of wealthy middle-class merchants; he used sharp contrasts of light and shadow to draw attention to his focus

D. Absolute monarchs – kings or queens who held all of the power within their states’ boundaries
E. Devine right – the idea that God created the monarchy and that the monarch was God’s representative on Earth

Section 2 – France
A. Edict of Nantes – 1598 – Henry of Navarre declares that Huguenots could leave in peace in France and set up their own houses of worship in some cities; declaration of religious toleration

B. Cardinal Richelieu – wanted to strengthen France; Hapsburg rulers were in power in Spain, Austria, Netherlands, and part of the Holy roman Empire; involves France in the Thirty Years’ War
C. Skepticism – the idea that nothing can ever be known for certain; Montaigne developed the essay; Descartes philosophy led modern thinkers develop the scientific method
D. King Louis XIV – becomes king at the age of four; takes control of France at age 22; led a lavish lifestyle; he required hundreds of nobles to live with him at the Palace at Versailles; a patron of the arts, he made opera and ballet more popular
E. Cardinal Mazarin – ruled France while King Louis XIV was a boy; he ended the Thirty Years’ War; he also raised taxes and strengthened the gov’t

F. Intendants – government agents that collected taxes and administered justice

G. France 1660 was the most powerful country in Europe by 1660; Louis began to lead several wars against other European nations – some success then failure

H. League of Augsburg – the Austrian Hapsburg emperor, the kings of Sweden and Spain, and the leaders of several other European states banded together and = the strength of France
I. The War of Spanish Succession – fought to prevent the joining together of the French and Spanish crowns which would strengthen the Bourbon dynasty; lasted 13 years; Treaty of Utrecht = Spanish and French thrones could not unite, Britain gains Gibraltar which controls the entrance to the Mediterranean, Britain enters the slave trade, Britain gains North American territories of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and Hudson Bay from France

World History

Chapter 21 Study Questions
The Thirty Years War

Section 3 – Central European Monarchs Clash
1. What was the cause of the Thirty Years’ War?
2. Describe the Second Defenestration of Prague. (internet)
3. How did Ferdinand II pay his 125,000 troops?
4. What is the Peace of Prague 1635? (internet)

5. How did the reasons for fighting the war evolve?
6. How did the war affect Germany?
7. What was the outcome of the Peace of Westphalia?
8. What was the most important outcome of the Thirty Years’ War?

9. How did the landowning aristocracy/nobility maintain power in central Europe? Contrast this with Western Europe.
10. How does Austria grow stronger?

11. How did Fredrick William strengthen Prussia?

12. How did Fredrick William deal with the Junkers?

13. How was Fredrick the Great different from his father?

14. What caused the War of Austrian Succession? What was its outcome?
15. What is the cause of the Seven Years’ War?
16. Where was it fought?
17. What was the outcome of the Seven Years’ War?

Section 4 – Absolute Rulers of Russia (Take you own notes on this section)
A. Ivan the Terrible

B. Peter the Great

Section 5 – Parliament limits the English Monarchy (VERY IMPORTANT)
A. Queen Elizabeth – had frequent conflicts with Parliament, usually over money; left her successor with a huge debt; Parliament’s financial power was an obstacle to English rulers becoming absolute monarchs
B. King James I – begins reign in 1603; Puritans wanted James to purify the church of Catholic practices; James agrees to a new translation of the Bible
C. Charles I – begins reign in 1628; dissolved Parliament when the y refused to give him money; forced to sign the Petition of Right = no imprisonment w/out due cause, no quartering of soldiers in private homes, no taxes w/out Parliament’s consent, no martial law in peacetime
D. English Civil War – Charles wanted to impose the Anglican Church on Presbyterian Scots who in turn raise an army to invade England; Charles calls Parliament back into session to get more money; Parliament tries to limit kings power; Charles tried to arrest members of parliament but they flee; angry Londoners rally outside kings palace who flees to Northern England; Cavaliers supported Charles; Roundheads supported Puritans; Oliver Cromwell – led Roundheads and defeated the Cavaliers; Charles is captured, tried, and beheaded for treason
E. Oliver Cromwell – established a republican form of government, but eventually became a military dictator; 1649, Cromwell landed an English army in Ireland and crushed a rebellion; abolished activities he and the Puritans found sinful-theatre, sports, dancing; practiced religious toleration for all Christians except Catholics
F. Restoration – Charles Ii restored the monarchy
G. Habeas corpus – Latin “to have the body”; all prisoners have the right to obtain a writ or document ordering that a the prisoner be brought before a judge to specify the charges against the prisoner.
H. Glorious Revolution – King James II began to reinstitute Catholicism in England; the people invited William of Orange (Netherlands) and Mary (Protestant daughter of James II) = William and Mary, to overthrow James II who flees England = bloodless overthrow.
I. Constitutional monarchy – laws limit the monarch’s power – agreed to by William and Mary
J. English Bill of Rights – no suspending of Parliaments laws; freedom of speech; right to petition the king about grievances
K. Cabinet – a group of government officials who acted in the name of the ruler, but really represented the major party of Parliament = link between Parliament and monarch; today the head of the cabinet is the prime minister of England
