The War for Independence (American Revolution)

American Disadvantages

1. No army or navy

2. No real government

3. Disorganized and divided by state and region over political goals

4. Not all colonists were for the war

5. Poor financing

British Disadvantages

1. War was not popular in Britain

2. Had to fight a war thousands of miles away across an ocean

3. The war fought over a vast area of unfamiliar ground

4. They were fighting against a determined opponent

Lexington and Concord (April 19, 1775)

130 minutemen waited for 700-800 Redcoats to arrive at Lexington Green.  An unknown shot was fired and the fighting began.  The British defeated the Patriots at Lexington and marched to concord and burned war supplies.

During the march back to Boston the Redcoats were sniped by the Patriots who were hiding along the roadside.

Casualties

British-273

Patriots-95

Battle of Bunker Hill (Breed’s Hill)
Patriots outnumbered 2-1 and low on ammunition.  British Gen. Thomas Gage orders his men to charge up Breed’s Hill.  American Gen. William Prescott shouts to his men “Don’t fire ‘til the whites of their eyes!”  Americans retreat because they are out of ammo. Few casualties for the Americans, but the British had 1000 men killed or wounded.  British victory, but a moral victory for the Patriots.

Gen. William Howe replaces Gen. Gage.

Fort Ticonderoga
Captured by Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys.  Henry Knox organizes the transport of cannons from the fort to Boston where Washington surrounds the city. Gen. Howe sees the cannons the next morning and retreats to Nova Scotia and waits for reinforcements.

Battle of Long Island

Howe attacks NY with 32,000 men, Washington has 20,000 men.  The Patriots suffer a serious defeat and are driven all the way to Pennsylvania.

Nathan Hale, an American spy is caught and hanged by the British.  His last words were “I only regret that I have but one life to give for my country.”

Winter of 1776

Washington’s army dwindles to 6000 men.  He reads The Crisis by Thomas Paine to his men to inspire them.

Battle of Trenton
Washington re-crosses the Delaware River on Christmas night and surprises the British and Hessian soldiers.  Morale builder for the American soldiers.

British plan a three-pronged attack with Generals Howe, St. Leger, and Burgoyne to win the war.  Although Howe captures Philadelphia, St. Leger, and Burgoyne are stopped.

Battle of Saratoga
Turning point of the war. Horatio Gates defeats Gen. “Gentleman” Johnny Brugoyne.  This battle, along with Franklin’s diplomacy, convinces France to join the war as allies to the Americans.

Valley Forge- Winter of 1778
Washington and his men endured much suffering.  They lacked blankets, food, clothing, and shelter.  Many men deserted before the spring.

Marquis de Lafayette- French officer who came to help fight the British.  He became one of Washington’s most trusted advisors.

“Baron” Frederick Von Stuben- Prussian officer who drilled and disciplined Washington’s troops.

John Paul Jones- American privateer.  In a 3-hour battle his ship was badly damaged.  When asked by the British commander if he wanted to surrender he responded ”I have not yet begun to fight!”  Jones eventually won the battle.

The British take control in the South with victories at Charleston, Savannah, and Camden.  Finally General Cornwallis decides to take British troops north to Virginia.

Battle of Yorktown
Cornwallis waits for ships to take him to NY.  Washington hurries from NY to VA to surround Cornwallis on the Yorktown peninsula.  Surrounded by an army twice as large as his, Cornwallis surrenders after a long bombardment by Washington. After a few more battles the British decide that the war is too costly to continue.  King George was ready to grant the Americans their independence.

Treaty of Paris
Ben Franklin, John Adams, and John Jay negotiated the treaty.

Terms:

a) America would be recognized as an independent country.

b) We claimed the territory from the Atlantic Ocean to the Mississippi River, and the land between Florida and Canada.

c) Loyalists would have their property returned to them.

d) British merchants could collect debts owed by Americans.

Washington’s Farewell Address
On December 4, 1783 Washington bid farewell to his officers at Fraunces’ Tavern in Manhattan.  Two weeks later he formally resigned from the army at the Second Continental Congress.

FT- “With a heart full of love and gratitude I now take my leave from you.”

SCC- “Having now finished the work assigned to me I retire...and take my leave of all the employment’s of public life.”
