The Crusades


The crusades were a deadly series of religious wars that occurred during the 11th through 13th century.
The original intent was to return Christian religion only, back to the countries surrounding Jerusalem.
  
Thousands of soldiers accepted to fight in the series of wars when the pope declared a free 'ticket' to Heaven in response for fighting for your Holy father known as plenary indulgence. The Crusades had major far-reaching political, economic, and social impacts on western Europe, and as well ruined the Byzantine Empire.

The first Crusade- 1095~1099
The first official crusader armies set off from France and Italy. The armies journeyed east to Constantinople, where they received a welcome from the Byzantine Emperor. A war broke out and in return, the Empire granted land known as the crusader states to the army.

 Crusade of 1101
Following this crusade there was a second, less successful wave of crusaders, involving the Turks. 

Second Crusade 1147–1149
Occurred after a relatively short period of peace involving the Muslims and Christians.

Third Crusade 1187–1192

The Muslims were finally united by Saladin, who in return created 1 powerful state. In this specific case the crusader’s were easily overwhelmed and defeated. He believed that the crusades would finally be ended without the initial capture of Jerusalem.

Fourth Crusade 1202–1204

The Fourth Crusade was initiated in 1202 by Pope Innocent III, with the intention of invading the Holy Land through Egypt. Because the Crusaders lacked the funds to pay for the fleet and provisions that they had contracted from the Venetians, Doge Enrico Dandolo enlisted the crusaders to restore the Christian city of Zara (Zadar) to obedience. At this point, they lost the support of the pope who considered them excommunicated.

The fifth crusade 
The Christian Church attempted to set another crusade afoot, and the Fourth Council of the Lateran (1215) formulated a plan for the recovery of the Holy Land. In the first phase, a crusading force from Austria and Hungary joined the forces of the king of Jerusalem and the prince of Antioch to take back Jerusalem. In the second phase, crusader forces achieved a remarkable feat in the capture of Damietta in Egypt in 1219, but under the urgent insistence of the papal legate, Pelagius, they then launched a foolhardy attack on Cairo in July of 1221. The crusaders were turned back after their dwindling supplies led to a forced retreat.

The sixth Crusade
Emperor Frederick II had repeatedly vowed a crusade but failed to live up to his words, for which he was excommunicated by Pope Gregory IX in 1228.In turn there were no battles involving Fredericks excommunication.



The seventh Crusade
The papal interests represented by the Templars brought on a conflict with Egypt in 1243, and in the following year a Khwarezmian force summoned by the latter stormed Jerusalem.

The eight Crusade
1270 King Louis IX again attacked the Arabs in Tunis in North Africa.

The ninth Crusade

The future Edward I of England undertook another expedition against Baibars in 1271, after having accompanied Louis on the Eighth Crusade. Louis died in Tunisia. The Ninth Crusade was deemed a failure and ended the Crusades in the Middle East.

 
