Pre-IB World History

Chapter 13

The Middle Ages
Section 1

1. Middle Ages: What is its definition and what are the characteristics of this era?

2. To where do Europe’s nobles retreat during the fall of the Roman Empire?

3. Why was there a decline in learning?

4. How did language change?

5. What unified the Roman people?  What unified the Germanic people?

6. Describe the relationship between a Germanic chief and his warriors.

7. What role did the Church play in helping Clovis conquer other Germanic peoples?

8. Who helped to spread Christianity?

9. Describe the role of Monks and monasteries.

10. Discuss the role of Pope Gregory the Great in spreading the idea of a vast churchly kingdom?

11. After the fall of the Roman Empire, what happened all over Europe?  What was the largest and smallest of these kingdoms?

12. What was important about Charles Martel’s victory at the Battle of Tours? What was his nickname?

13. How did Pepin the Short strengthen the Frankish kingdom?

14. How did Charlemagne build an empire greater than any other since the Roman Empire?

15. What was the importance of Charlemagne’s coronation as emperor?

16. How did Charlemagne govern his unified kingdom?
17. How did Charlemagne’s heirs cause the downfall of the empire?

Section 2

18. Where were the Vikings from, and what were they called?

19. Besides being terrifying warriors, what else did the Vikings do?  Where did they travel?

20. Who else attacked Europe after the Vikings?

21. What is feudalism? (p.361)

22. What were the rights and obligations of the feudal system?

23. What was the structure of the feudal system?  How did it work?  Define knights.

24. How were social classes defined? Who were serfs?

25. What was the manor?  Explain the mutual obligations between lord and serfs under the manor system.

26. How was the manor a self-contained world?

27. Discuss the harsh conditions of manor life.  What is a tithe?

Section 3

28. Discuss how technology made knights and their warhorses an important part of the army.

29. Discuss the relationship between knights and their feudal lords.

30. How was chivalry supposed to work?  Where did most knights fail?

31. What is a page?  What is a squire?

32. What were tournaments?

33. Who lived in castles?  How were they designed?

34. Using the text and the picture on page 366, explain why a castle under siege was a gory sight?

35. How does literature glamorize knighthood and chivalry?
36. Complete Analyzing Primary Sources on page 368.
37. What were troubadours?  What did they do?

38. How were the lives of a noblewoman and a peasant woman in the Middle Ages different?

Section 4

39. Outline Section 4
40. Study the Visual Summary on P. 374
41. Answer Questions 1-3 on page 375.
